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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we are first going to discuss how to prepare for applications before you even begin on them. Then we will discuss the different types of applications and application processes. We will take a brief break and then we will walkthrough the entire NursingCAS application process. We will have another brief break and then the last portion of the presentation will be on how to apply to programs that do not use NursingCAS. You are welcome to insert questions into the chat or save them until the end for Q&A.





How to prepare 
for applications 



 Research Programs
Examples of Georgia Nursing Schools

Albany State University

Brenau University

Clayton State University

Columbus State

Emory University

Georgia College and State University

Georgia Southern University (Armstrong Campus)

Georgia Southwestern State University

Georgia State University

Kennesaw State University

LaGrange College

Medical College of Georgia (Augusta)

Mercer University

Middle Georgia State College

North Georgia College and State University

Piedmont College

University of West Georgia (Tanner Health System 
School of Nursing)

Valdosta State University

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most important thing you need to do first and foremost to prepare for applications is to research your programs. Program application dates and processes vary greatly among schools, so it is imperative that you do your own research, so you are aware of accurate dates and requirements. 




Are most of your prerequisites complete?

 Anatomy & Physiology I and II

 CBIO 2200/L & CBIO 2210/L

 Microbiology

 MIBO 2500/L

 Statistics

 STAT 2000 or BIOS 2010

 Pre-Calculus

 MATH 1113

 Lifespan Development

 HDFS 2200

One science sequence

 BIOL 1103/L & BIOL 1104/L

 BIOL 1107/L & BIOL 1108/L

 CHEM 1211/L & CHEM 1212/L

Suggested classes:

 Nutrition

 FDNS 2100

 Psychology

 PSYC 1101 or PSYC 3230

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While it is not necessary to have every single one of your prerequisites completed at the time of applications, it is important that you have the majority of them finished. Programs are trying to determine how you will perform in their courses and one way they do this is by seeing how you are doing in your prerequisite courses. By having most of them completed at the time of applications, you are providing them with a pretty good idea of how you might perform in their classes.




Have you taken 
your exams?

 TEAS:    75% or above

 HESI:     75% or above

 GRE:    300 combined or 
above and 4.0 or 
above on analytical

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have you taken or do you have a plan in place to take the appropriate exams. Do you have a competitive score or do we need to address your score? A competitive score for the TEAS or HESI would be a 75% or above. For the GRE, a combined score of a 300 and 4.0 or higher on the writing portion is considered competitive. 




Get organized

 Is your resume up to date?

 Do you have your shadowing and volunteering 
experiences organized?

 If you have a certification or license, do you 
have copies made to upload?

 Have you confirmed your evaluators to write 
you letters of recommendation?

 Print your unofficial transcript

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You should have an updated resume prepared. Make an appointment with the Career Center to make sure your resume is formatted and current. Organize any extracurricular items that you plan to include such as shadowing hours and volunteer experiences. If you have certification or license, for example, CPR or CNA, be sure to have a copy available and ready to upload to your application. Make sure you have communicated with the individuals that will be writing you letters of recommendation. They should have plenty of time to write your evaluation and you should provide them with the schools you will be applying to as well as with due dates. Print a copy of your transcripts to use to enter coursework or indicate prerequisites courses you have taken in your applications. 





Application 
Types

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s briefly discuss the different types of applications that you may come across. 




Different Application Types

 NursingCAS

 Apply directly through program website

 You may need to apply to the university first 

 Be familiar with what process your programs 
use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The application process varies from program to program. It is important that you research the programs that you are wanting to apply to for their application process. Some programs will use what is called NursingCAS, which is a centralized application system. Some programs will have you apply directly from their website. Many programs require you to first apply to the school at large and then upon acceptance to the university, you will apply to your specific program. 





NursingCAS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at the steps to complete the NursingCAS application.



 NursingCAS

 https://nursingcas.org/

 Centralized Application System

 Provides a portal for applications

 You complete 1 application to be distributed to multiple 
programs

 GA Programs: Augusta and Chamberlain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NursingCAS is a centralized application system which acts as an application portal for prospective students. You will log into your portal or NursingCAS and complete one application which will then be distributed to all of the programs that you selected. The only programs in Georgia to use NursingCAS are Augusta and Chaberlain. Many out of state programs use NursingCAS though as well. 

https://nursingcas.org/



Fees

 BSN/ABSN: $55 for first program, $40 for 
additional

 MSN/DNP: $75 for first program, $45 for 
additional

 Fee Assistance Waiver 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For non graduate programs such as ABSNs and BSNS, the application fee is $55 for the first program and then another $40 for every additional program. For graduate programs such as MSNs and DNP programs, the initial fee is $75 for the first program and then $45 for each additional program. There is a fee assistance waiver you can apply for. 




Fee Assistance 
Waiver

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NursingCAS offers a limited number of fee waivers to qualified applicants on a first-come, first-served basis. Each fee waiver covers only the initial application fee, so if you wish to apply to additional programs, you are responsible for the remaining balance. If you received a fee waiver during a previous cycle, you may apply for another in the next cycle.You may request a fee waiver as soon as you create an application, but keep in mind that funds can be quickly depleted. Contact customer service before you submit a fee waiver request to determine if waivers are still available. You can find detailed information about the NursingCAS fee waiver system in the Applicant Help Center.Once you create an account with NursingCAS, loging, use the dropdown next to your name in the dashboard and select Fee Waiver Form to complete your request.





 Select the semester

 Create your account 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you hit “Apply” a dropdown will appear. Select the semester to which you are applying. Then you will be prompted to create your account. This is where you will go each time to log into your account. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first thing you will need to do after creating your account is add your programs. Start typing the name of the nursing school you want to apply to in the search box. All nursing programs offered by that school will populate. Select the programs you wish to apply to by clicking the plus sign next to that program. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is your application dashboard. There are 4 main sections of the application: Personal Information, Academic History, Supporting Information, and Program Materials. The first section we are going to cover is the Personal Information section which includes signing your Release Statement, Biographic Information, Contact Information, Citizenship, Family, and Race and Ethnicity information. The Other Information covers things like military status and conduct info. This section is pretty straight forward, so I am not going to spend a ton of time on this. I do want to talk about the release statement in a moment, but the other sections are pretty typical of applications (name, address, email, etc.)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two Release Statements you will sign off on. The first is the NursingCAS Release statement which confirms that you have reviewed the materials and instructions. The second is the Advisor Release statement which allows advisors, like me, to have access to some of the application information so that we can best assist you. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next section is the Academic History section, and this includes your High School information, Colleges that you have attended, Course or Transcript Entry, and Standardized Tests. This is a tedious section, so make sure you have plenty of time to work through this part of the application. This is also the section that having that printout of your transcripts will be helpful. 
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Presentation Notes
First, start by adding each high school that you attended and complete the prompts.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, you will do the same thing for colleges. Be sure to include every college you have received college credit from. This includes dual enrollment as well as transient courses. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Order your official transcripts from each university you have attended. You should complete this step as soon as possible as it can take several weeks for transcripts to be received. You may want to go ahead and order your transcripts once you have created an account with NursingCAS. UGA uses Parchment for transcripts. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, is course entry or transcript entry which means you will be entering every course found on your transcripts. There are two options for completing this section. You can use a service known as Professional Transcript Entry or PTE which will enter everything in for you. For your first 3 transcripts this service costs $69. This can save you time, just be aware that it can take a few weeks before they complete the entry. The other option that you have is to manually enter everything yourself. I will show you how to do that next. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
To enter your courses manually, type in courses EXACTLY as they appear on your transcript. For courses you have already completed you will enter your grade that you have received and for courses that are in progress or planned for, you will indicate that instead and will not be prompted to enter a grade.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you have entered all of your courseswork you will be prompted to complete the Transcript Review process. This is how you will indicate which classes were lab courses, AP courses, study abroad, etc. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For example, it will ask you, “Did you receive credit for any Advanced Placement exams?” If you select yes, your courses will come up and you will hit the plus sign next to each course you received AP credit. Then you will be prompted with the next question.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will be asked several questions regrading your courses. Indicate yes or no as they apply to. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last part of the Academic History section is the Standardized Tests section.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select which exam you will be entering. Most of you will be submitting TEAS scores so we will use that as our example, but the process is similar for GRE and HESI as well. If you have completed the exam at the time of applications, you will need to enter your scores and test date. If you have not taken the exam yet, but have registered for it, you will need to enter your upcoming test date. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next portion of the application is the Supporting Materials section which includes Achievements. The Achievements section should include any college awards or honors that you have received. For example, include things like the Hope Scholarship for any semesters that you had it. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next you will enter your experiences. This is where you can include volunteering, shadowing, employment, and extracurricular activities. If you have any CURRENT (they must be current) certifications or licenses, enter them. Indicate if it is a certificate or license and upload a copy of it.



https://nursingcas2021.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/dashboard

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Program Materials is the final portion of the application. I want us to walk through this section together in the actual Nursingcas portal. *Go through each section in Program Materials*

https://nursingcas2021.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/dashboard


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you are ready and have reviewed your application, it is time to submit it. Click on Submit Application and you will then be prompted to pay your application fees. Once payment is received, your application is submitted. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can check the status of your application anytime by selecting the Check Status box.





NursingCAS Resources 
Customer Service:

https://nursingcas.org/contact/

Applicant Help Center: 
https://help.liaisonedu.com/NursingCAS_Applicant_Help_Center

Tips and Tricks: 

https://nursingcas.org/5-tips-to-ensure-a-successful-application/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some great resources for getting help with NursingCAS.

https://nursingcas.org/contact/
https://help.liaisonedu.com/NursingCAS_Applicant_Help_Center
https://nursingcas.org/5-tips-to-ensure-a-successful-application/




Applying to 
Universities 
First

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are not using NursingCAS, many programs will require you to apply to their home institution first. 



 Programs that require you to apply to 
the university first:

 Albany State University

 Clayton State University

 Columbus State University

 Georgia College and State 
University

 Georgia Southern 

 University of West Georgia

 Valdosta

 Georgia Southwestern State 
University

 Georgia State University

 Kennesaw State University

 Lagrange College

 University of North Georgia

 Piedmont

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most programs in the state will require you to apply to the university first and once you have been accepted to the university you will be provided with the student ID/email/etc to be able to complete the application to the nursing program. These are the schools that have nursing programs in GA where you will need to first complete an application for admission before applying to their nursing program.





How to Apply

Which application do I need to 
complete?

Transfer? New Undergraduate 
Student?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are transferring into their traditional BSN program, you will be considered a transfer student and should complete the transfer application for that university. If you are applying to their ABSN program, you will be a new undergraduate student or in some cases they will have the option for 2nd bachelor’s degree, in which case you should select that option. 





Applying 
Directly to 
Programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So far we have covered NursingCAS and the process for programs that require admission to their university first. The last application process you may come across is applying directly to the program from the program website. 




Applying directly to the program

Examples of Programs:

 Emory

 Mercer

 Middle College of Georgia 

Instructions

 Go to program website, click 
apply

 Create account

 Complete application

 Exam scores, letters of 
recommendation, essays, 
etc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are a few programs in GA such as Emory and Mercer that will have you complete the application process directly from their program website. You will click Apply on their program website, create an account, and complete the online application. Be prepared to enter test scores, information for letters of recommendation, complete essays, and submit transcripts just as you would for any of the other applications. 




Application Tips:

 Research early and be organized

 Create a calendar with your application dates 

 Apply EARLY 

 Send transcripts early 

 Have a backup plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To make your application cycle go as smoothly as possible, make sure you research your programs as early as possible. Be organized! Maybe create a folder just for nursing applications where you keep any logs, copies of certifications, etc. It might be helpful to create a calendar with your programs’ application dates, especially if your programs have very different application dates. Include when applications open up and not just deadlines as it is very important to apply early. Programs will start filling their seats with those earlier pools of applications so if you get your application in right before or on the deadline it does not mean they will not review your application, but it may mean that you are competing for fewer seats. To help give yourself the best chance at getting accepted, try to apply early. Once you start the application, be sure to send transcripts as soon as possible as these can sometimes take several weeks to reach their destination. Have a back up plan in place in case you do not accepted this cycle. It is COMMON to not be accepted the first time. Have a plan in place in case you need to reapply.





Questions?
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